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DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 11th January 1972 

No. l/24/72-M.—On December 30, 1971, the death occurred 
in Trivandrum of Dr. Vikram Ambalal Sarabhai, Secretary to 
the Government of India in the Department of Atomic Energy, 
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Chairman, Indian 
Space Research Organisation. 


In his passing, India loses an outstanding scientist. 

( 39 ) 
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To Dr. Sarabhai fell the difficult task of succeeding that 
great pioneer, Dr. Homi Jehangir Bhabha. Where a lesser 
man would have been daunted, Dr. Sarabhai accepted the 
challenge and threw himself into his work with that restless 
energy and imagination which were so characteristic of him. 
As head of India's prime scientific institution, he pursued some 
of Dr. Bhabha’s dreams to fruition, and greatly enriched his 
legacy in the field of atomic energy. 

It was given to Dr. Sarabhai not merely to consolidate the 
vision of his predecessor, but to push Indian science into new 
quests. Pioneer and prime architect of space research in India, 
he opened new vistas for its development. He brought together 
a band of devoted young scientists at the Physical Research 
Laboratory, Ahmedabad and the Space Establishment at 
Thumba, who dedicated themselves under his leadership to the 
development of space science, The first fruits of the new-found 
confidence in this field were the rocket launching facilities at 
Thumba and Sriharikota, the work undertaken at the Space 
Science anpi Technology Centre and other related units, and 
the construction of the Satellite Communication Earth Station 
at Arvi. The powerful impress left by Dr. Sarabhai on these 
institutions, probing the latest frontiers of scientific knowledge, 
perhaps represent his most enduring bequest to the advance¬ 
ment of Indian science. 

A warm humanist, Dr, Sarabhai passionately believed that 
a scientist ought not to pursue pure knowledge for its own sake, 
but should be constantly alive to his obligations towards 
society. Throughout his life, he dedicated himself whole¬ 
heartedly to this ideal. He conceived of science as a hand¬ 
maiden to human betterment. Thus were born his projects 
for the utilisation of satellite television as an aid to agricultural 
extension, family planning and mass education, particularly 
In the rural areas, and for the use of atomic energy in agro¬ 
industrial complexes and the desalination of water. 


Born in 1919, Dr. Vikram Sarabhai was educated at the 
GJujarat College, Ahmedabad and at St. John’s College, 
Cambridge in the United Kingdom. During the Second World 
War, he worked as a Research Scholar in the field of Cosmic 
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Hays at the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore under the 
late Dr. C. V. Raman, Nobel Laureate, later returning to 
Cambridge to conduct research on photo-fission at the Cavendish 
Laboratory. In 1947, he received his doctorate from the Uni¬ 
versity of Cambridge. He was Professor of Cosmic Ray Physics 
and Director of the Physical Research Laboratory at Ahmed- 
abad and Director of the Space Science and Technology Centre, 
Trivandrum. His major interest in research centered on the 
astro-physical implications of cosmic ray time variations. The 
work done by him in collaboration with his students at the 
research stations of Ahmedabad, Gulmarg, Kodaikanal, Tri¬ 
vandrum and Chacaltaya in Bolivia led to the discovery of the- 
new solar relationships of cosmic ray variations. During the 
past ten years, he was Visiting Professor at the Laboratory 
for Nuclear Sciences at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech¬ 
nology, Cambridge, USA. 

He was awarded the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Memorial 
Award for Physics in 1962, and Padma Bhushan in 1966. 


Dr. Vikram Sarabhai was a distinguished, member of the 
Indian scientific community—a Fellow of the Indian Academy 
of Sciences and the Indian National Science Academy, a 
member of the National Council for Science Education, Hono¬ 
rary Director of the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmed¬ 
abad and a Fellow of several other learned societies in India. 

In the international scientific world, Dr. Sarabhai dis¬ 
tinguished himself as a member of the International Pugwash 
Continuing Committee, the United Nations Scientific Advisory 
Committee, and the Inter-Union Commission of Solar Terres¬ 
trial Physics of the International Council of Scientific Unions. 
He was elected Scientific Chairman of the United Nations Con¬ 
ference on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space held in Vienna 
in August, 1968 and President of the Fourteenth Session of 
the General Conference of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency in September, 1970. He was also one of the Vice-Presi¬ 
dents of the United Nations Fourth International Conference 
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on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy held in Geneva in 1971. 

In the death of Dr. Sarabhai, the nation has lost an eminent 
scientist who distinguished himself in diverse fields; an orga¬ 
niser of unique ability who left the imprint of his genius on 
several scientific institutions of his creation and above all, an 
ardent patriot who dedicated himself to the application of 
science and technology for the welfare of the nation. 

The Government of India extends its deepest sympathy to 
Smt. Mrinalini Sarabhai, Smt. Sarlaben Sarabhai and other 
members of his family in this hour of grief—a grief which is 
shared by the entire nation. 

B. BHAKTAVATSALU, Add!. Secy. 
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srrrwifJt tY r^rimtrr % 

T l fa -4 TOqiT T, ^rfr-T ^TOT,' 4ffrfa+ 5EJTEJR % TTT T\ T>ft frvmt 
ifVfr i tttxb-® f 

JtT^^^Jrfa^ra^RFsrpqw ^r>T iT^'ffr^^^RwPriiir^r, 
*HP'5Wr« TTl ’Trlfer N^?Fa FT TFST, J{TT ^JTnTTT TT^TT 

54R(W?t ^TTRir^lRT I 

fasTR ^ fW W, TRFI^T ft <£RT 

jRSm OTTTTT §f, WFTfOT fatfR T41 jfcrtfiwt 
%?jr rrar grsrfHra' Tfrsf Jr tetJor fw t*tt rtt srrff Jr ttu? 

R^'TIT &K TT fTfltfr gTTI I f^TTl'T % tjfa Jt ErTafJiTictH TMT'ift STIR 'fECjf Jf 

Jr f'fflR i?r JHrftr ^ ^R?t f^TBrpft ^r f i 

xrfaR rttdtt^ tt r^ft 'KWai« r ?r«rr ttti t* fwm *tt 
f«P fiprfY»ft ^wnrf^rwq^fV#V%f^rtr^srsrHRr wtt ^?Y snfJa- HffTrtft 
Hrff^wf^TJriFTra %f^rq«rq^^TfJTE^%5if^vft?T^^T^^VT^Tr*«TTr^r i 

^TTFTrcTTT? l*fajTRTtt 

^rmiTm-wrrwJr?r?iTT'tT^ vrfJR%^Jr^fr^i^Jr, 

^Jr, TfTTTT t-RDR TT TTR TFt 

T«lt XT TrTR'TT 4?t fvrfuTT TREt ^ TIT5 VT R^ETciT Jr T'f) Pr^T 'FET’W 5TUT- 
mrrqERrW3R^€^TW JriTrc^irffW^TtmgTfW^T- 
TftT-IlfwFsff Tt ITOr TTGT fffc TFft TT mmfr^Vn TGT TV TfTTtXTT& 
TT«Ft fWWG «ft TTST ? I 

TPETRTTVTTf R 5TR R*T 1919 Jt §TTT *Tr I 'H'^IKIT % »J5T- 

tisr sfri^R ?wt fair Jr 'Ffarvr $ ^rtfr spi^m J- fwr sr^r *fr i finfrr 

T^%%fa^Jr,T^T ^H^R nT r ^R H lT d ' < Ti'°^° T*R 
a^Tirfhc fwar »m^fr=r fJrsrpr Jr^frR’Flwff^wT Jr^fr^r? ffett 

^^Jr^fw^mT?r%^K'T ; ffJr^fJ3r3r3TRrT:% Ifrvr ^ tE i wr m Jr Tte't- 
fJrepm % sFarfJur vrwr fcJn ir; 1947 Jr t ^Nur fwnwiTT srt 
■SI 4£td Tt TTlf*? Tfr^jET «TT | cTTTTRI, T^f% ^fGRITK fWT tftftFF 

’RReir HTPrtfim'r Jr TnfnTT frTT Ftfcrpt % sHik tet Ttft nrJmjnvrr % 

fatvi+ 
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T TO E Tr4 fw I 'W'J'THET it Tpsf JJWT: TlffET fwff $ 5R7T 
Jr 5 ^ % q f tow** to s?ro jfft ^rr Jr *TOfa-TfrfETt 4w^l snmf 

TT %fJjTT?fr I ^FrTO'J' fwr%^ifHrJr TETOTTTOT, WET, TtriTT^mr, 
^tfa'fTOT if ‘'T+TOEMI fRTT W^rTEjTPT %^lff if ! »ft ’sft^ ’pt 3r*T% 
vrfopF %rof % ?m Jr ?T% Ti% qfT*rM rr«rr % wH” frocr iFwf mt 
^ qTsnmrT?ritfr^w^l^?m>ffT %#fro3rTOTJr f^nr 

^rfr- 5 wErrjfr tt fern sEfErwrar % wf?rf«r srrer pit t $ i 

^TETi962Jr 'rM^%^Jrvw sr^-%ftr(Tifrrf^r¥q httttt 
rqm;'R tott ferr et« rr?r«rT *et i966irtq-w^TOJrf^^fe^mti 

tto fspw wrTDrrf v-TTSft^r ^nfaT sept ^ trap $^t«iJrFT «r i * 
vk rfUr fV?tTT rrwr % t«to ( Trcjtsr -tsnfrtf fwT qfT^ % to, virfm 

STREET ffTOR, Wf-WOTR % Wafrrfcr fVoJTTT cT*TT WRc! VT *FPF 
ETOmf % TErw v i 

v ^ ^iwit, tto tfrrmrt 

ittoct •o'^ 1 riw ^FY ^7j iPri. nfYffrr aTi wwf *r>Y wet- 

Tf^Er 'rfW % rftT ?«rEfr^r wYfcPFY EETOfY RTO JjfTOE V*fY*PT % ?T«TrfJrcT 
TETFr«T i^wtoe - , 1 968 Jr,fwErJr wprYfaa - srrruwrrfrw% »ri 
rrRFtfY^r^sitr tp^' ww ifJpttt^ snfrr wetst rmfwawK, i97oir, wet- 
Tf^^r ttoto g^jrf srfwr «pY wthrot to % wftr^wE Jr ttost 

etj w i ^, 1971 Jf, "-^r ^rr Jr w i ETf^Er m <xi ^ % ^rrfEr^f snfEfY wroEfY 

TPSJ-RST %■ TTERj^T E*JpTE % i^P TTTTO 9 T tfY fE^Thfl «T I 

tt o E’nrwrf Tirr^ JrmTTEr^^rpfFT^srT^rT’TtfJprr^ftrfw 
ftprff spT «rr; tet fimww mrsE wt ’n - f^rrTt jfr«T?rr ^ wfe 
OTT ^ 7 IT% TTO ^WTfTT fJrfJm E?frfJTO HTTpff TO ^fT E^TT *fT 
iTTTT pET HEWT TOTTT WT ^ft ET? TP^ % T f?(T f^JTK TOT sfttft- 

JrTOTfT I 
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| wttthtttt: 'srtofft jprfafft 

frrmTrf, tthnf Trrwrf ?r*rr i?i>bi$ er Tfr*r - t %ht t srfa 

ITFfr 1 ^ <ctT ^ I 

wrro ^TcR-vj; *r t i 
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